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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). (n no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- if NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply wrill, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

SQ -Since-this_application_is_in_conclition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecutio n as to the m erits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11,453 O.G.213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-8 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) S The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2O Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17,2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . Claims 1 , 3, and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragrapli, as 
being indefinite forfaiting to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

^Therels7io~cle^ pertionnof said groove" 

means" (claim 1, line 8), "said groove" (first recited in claim 1, line 10), "The apparatus" 
(line 1 of claims 3, 7, and 8), "the bight portion" (claim 3, line 7), "said handle" (claim 3, 
line 8), "the hand grip lower portion" (claim 5, lines 3 and 4), "the upper portion" (claim 5, 
line 4), "the bit portion" (claim 6, line 4), or "said holder" (claim 7, line 6). 

Further, in claim 3, line 6, it is unclear whether the term "handle body" is meant to 
be the same structural element as the "body" as previously set forth in claims 2 and 3. 

Also, in claim 1, line 3 and in claim 6, line 6, the word "a" immediately before the 
word "upper" should be changed to -an-. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entrtled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 2, 4, and 6, as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by the Design Patent (D369.746) to Sheppard. 
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Sheppard shows a generally inverted U-shaped bar carrier comprising an 
upwardly facing groove and retention tabs at each end of the groove. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 

the-prtor-art-are-such-that-the-subiect.matter_as.ajwhole_w.ould have been obvious at the time the 

inventton was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 , 3, and 7, as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Design Patent (0369,746) to Sheppard in view of Young (U.S. 
Patent No. 1,570,025). 

Young shows an embodiment in Figures 1 and 2 of a hand grip having a 
generally U-shaped extension (5) for supporting the back of a user's hand to support the 
wrist when carrying a heavy load. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide an inverted U-shaped extension on Sheppard's carrier 
as taught by Young in order to reduce the strain on a user's wrist and hand muscles 
when carrying a relatively heavy load. 

6. Claims 5 and 8, as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Design Patent (0369,746) to Sheppard in view of the Design 
Patent to Glukes (01 57,859). 

Glukes shows a carrier substantially similar to the Sheppard carrier, but Glukes 
also contains a lower extension connecting the ends of the U-shape design such that 
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the extension could provide "shock absorber relief if a user's palm or fingers directly 
engage the extension when canrying a load. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to connect 
the ends of Sheppard's U-shaped carrier with an extension member similar to that 
shown in the Glukes patent so that when a user grips the under surface of the extension 
member, a natural shock absorbing relief would exist between a user's hand and the 
haiidles^f fieavil^loa ■ 
bight portion of the resulting carrier and the extension member could be user to store 
collapsed bags or the like therein. 

Specification 

7. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 5, 
lines 23 and 24 of the specification, the phrase "the projections need not be curved is 
they nearly touch another surface" is not clearly understood. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tolcher shows a carrier having a wrist support means. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dean J. Kramer whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6926. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. (7:00-5:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsu(x:essful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
'S"tatus"lnforiTiatioh7or^ — 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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